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Dnieper under pressure of the Bolsheviks, and was presently
joined by Haller and his men after their break with Austria, the
total strength of this small army being 15,000 effectives. They
concentrated at Kanioff, some 140 miles from Kieff, with Haller
in command, Michaelis, obeying an order of the Regency Council,
having withdrawn with a fourth of the troops. On May 10 Haller
was attacked by the Austro-Germans, and waged a magnificent
but hopeless fight for four days—till the exhaustion of his supplies
of food and munitions compelled a parley. Most of the Poles,
including Haller himself, contrived to escape, but the rest were
disarmed. Haller reached Moscow whence he went on to the
Murman Coast, and for a short time co-operated with Poole,
Commander of the North Russian Expeditionary Force. In
response to a request of the Polish National Committee he em-
barked for France on July 2, 1918.
A third Polish force operated in the Kuban district, and a
fourth in Siberia, but they were of relatively small importance*
NEW POLISH COUNCIL OF STATE
A week before the resignation of the Kucharzewski Ministry the
Regency Council had promulgated a law creating a sort of Parlia-
ment called the Council of State. It was composed of 55 elected
members, and 43 nominated by the Regency Council, besides 12
"persons of importance"—in all, no members. The elections
were held on February 27. A provisional Cabinet composed of
functionaries was headed by Ponikowski, who had been Minister
of Education in the Kucharzewski Government. On April 5 a
new Government was formed with Steczkowski as Premier. The
official journal stated that the Government would concern itself
with the question of the frontiers, the creation of a Polish Army,
and the consolidation generally of the Kingdom as a State. It also
spoke of measures for the recovery of industry and the increase of
agricultural production.
About this time—May 1918—the Emperors William and
Charles decided to return to the Austrian solution of the Polish
Question, but with a rectification of the frontiers of the Con-
gress Kingdom in favour of Germany to satisfy the demands of
e

